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Mr President of the FIM, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is a great honour for me to extend to you a most cordial welcome in Jerez 

and, in particular, to this first FIM WOMEN + SUSTAINABILITY IN 

MOTORCYCLING Conference.  

First of all, allow me to express on behalf of the FIM President, Mr Vito Ippolito, 

and of all the FIM family our thanks to all the speakers who readily agreed to 

take part in this Conference to share with all of us their expertise, experiences, 

ideas and opinions. 

Fort the FIM, this Conference is a “Première”, but it is a logical step following 

on from many years of work and serious engagement in favour of sustainability 

in our sport and its practice by women.   

Women’s Motorcycling and Sustainable Motorcycling are key projects in the 

Strategic Plan of our Federation and in our day-to-day work. We have two 

specific commissions devoted to these projects, the International Environment 

Commission and the Women in Motorcycling Commission, and we are proud to 

have at the helm of these commissions two women who are doing a great job 

and  it is they more than anyone who are responsible for bringing us all 

together here in this hall.   

These two Commissions work hand in hard with all the other FIM Commissions 

to offer a new image, new opportunities and a new, more engaged and more 

modern vision for Motorcycling.  

Our sport, and participation in our Championships, have always been open to 

both genders and the day-to-day work of our Clubs, Organisers, National 



Federations, Continental Unions, Promoters, Teams, Specialised Media and 

Manufacturers,….is based on active cooperation among men and women.   

Women play an ever more important role in motorcycling and, moreover, in 

positions of great responsibility.    

This is a source of pride for us but it also prompts us to strive to work harder 

and better in order to try to achieve equality between the numbers of men and 

women involved in all areas of activity that make possible the development and 

practice of this attractive sport.   

However, we do not seek parity for the sake of it. We are not looking to involve 

more women in motorcycling just because they are women. We want to get 

women involved because they offer us great capabilities, be it as riders, 

mechanics, engineers, journalists or photographers, leaders, specialists, 

organisers, great administrators and great managers, and the list goes on. 

I said just now that, historically, our Championships have always been open to 

women and men. However, in 1999 a decision was taken to set up 

Championships especially for women with the idea of facilitating women’s 

access to our sport.  The first of these were the FIM Women’s Trial World 

Championship and the Women’s Trial of Nations, which took place in 

September 2000 and on which a very young Laia Sanz left her stamp as the 

great Champion she is. Since then, over the years she has clinched over 20 

world titles in Trial, Enduro and Trial of Nations.  And she is the same Laia who 

has also astounded the world with her incredible results in the Dakar in clear 

and direct competition, in the same ranking, with the men. 

Today, Laia is a reference and the best possible role model for all women 

motorcyclists. 

This is the way along which the FIM intends and wishes to go forward. This is 

what gives us our enthusiasm and motivation to carry on and convinces us that 

the work we do day after day, and that of our Continental Unions and National 

Federations is taking us in the right direction and that it is necessary and even 

vital if we are to shake off the image of a sport that, historically, was 

considered a sport for men.  



It is certainly not easy, and of course we encounter cultural situations and age-

old traditions that obstruct easy access for women to motorcycles, not only as 

a sport but also as a means of transport. And it is here that the work of all of 

you, and of all of us, takes on its real importance. We have to go on tearing 

down barriers and overcoming obstacles to bring women closer to daily use of 

motorcycles as means of transport as the first step towards the practice of 

motorcycling as sport.  

We have to foster competition sport for women through instruction for the 

very young and training at all the levels necessary to enable them to discover 

the beauty and magic of motorcycling. We need to create Championships so 

that they can compete directly with other women so as to increase constantly 

the number of women in motorcycling and bring to the fore great female 

champions who, at the end of the day, will be our best Ambassadors for the 

promotion of our sport.   

And what can I say about the FIM’s commitment to the Environment initially, 

and, as our policies have evolved, to Sustainability? 

We have the honour of being the first International Sports Federation to adopt 

an Environmental Code as a result of the creation over 20 years ago of the first 

specific Working Group which was the precursor of the International 

Environment Commission. 

At that time, we embarked on a difficult programme of work and sometimes it 

seemed as if we would never achieve anything, as if there were only problems 

and obstacles. From the start, it was a task that had to be tacked in a steady, 

unhurried way. Many people, including people inside the FIM, in our various 

official bodies, believed that we had the police inside our organisation. But that 

was not the case. All that we had was a new voice bringing awareness and 

providing us with advice, starting with small details, trying to set us upon a new 

path of responsibility in the organisation of our events and in the practice of 

our various disciplines, and to raise our awareness, day after day, of something 

that was so important for our sport, but still more important for the future of 

our children and of the planet.   

True, it is not an easy task on which we have embarked. It is a laborious path 

strewn with obstacles, but we are convinced that it is beneficial for 



motorcycling and for society. And we shall not cease in our pursuit of these 

goals. On the contrary, we shall redouble our determination and our efforts.   

We need to raise awareness inside and outside our organisation of the 

disadvantages and advantages of the practice of our sport. Both do exist. We 

cannot hide our heads in the sand or pretend that we do not have any impact. 

Yes, we do have an impact. We have a negative impact and we have a positive 

impact. That is the truth. 

But what can we do?   

To start with, recognise the situation, recognise the positive points, that do 

exist, and the negative ones that we cannot deny.  

We are obliged to deploy means that will help to reduce and to offset the 

negative impacts and we have to make people understand and see that 

through the practice of our sport and the organisation of our events on 

whatever scale, be it international, continental, national or regional, we have a 

number of positive impacts that have to be taken into account and weighed in 

the balance.   

On this point, I would also like to mention the great efforts that are being made 

by our industries, the manufacturers of motorcycles, accessories and spare 

parts, on all aspects of sustainability.   

Today we are meeting here in Jerez. It is a city internationally recognised for 

the great sporting activity on its circuit as well as for its horses, its bodegas, its 

wines and the industry that surrounds them, and for a host of other things 

besides. Allow me to share with you something that may seem banal but that 

has a great importance for me in the context of the circumstances in which I 

am speaking to you. 

Twelve months ago, many of us met up here in this same city for the FIM 

General Assembly and Gala. Many of our delegates and I myself used a taxi 

from time to time. The taxi drivers always asked the same question: Are you 

here for the FIM? And as the conversation went on, they would say to you that 

it was very important for the city that we were here in the off season to boost 

jobs and the local economy. The same reception was given to the delegates 



who went to the hairdresser’s and all those who went to restaurants and 

bought things in the shops.  

This is just a small reflection of our positive impact, of a positive impact that we 

are not always capable of evaluating, valuing and “selling”. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I do not wish to trespass further on your time, as you 

have the rest of the Opening Ceremony to look forward to and a long day of 

work ahead of you tomorrow.  But I would like to say that the FIM is 

committed, and very much so, to Women and to Sustainability in Motorcycling. 

The FIM will continue to work day after day to overcome obstacles in both 

these areas, to improve things day after day, and to help through raising 

awareness as a major part of both these strategic objectives of our association. 

This is the commitment the FIM has towards society, towards the world of 

Motorcycling, and this is my message for all of you.  

Before I conclude, I would like to thank our directors, Kattia Juarez Hernandez 

and Nita Korhonen, and the FIM staff for making this Conference a reality. And I 

would like to thank all of you for your participation, the City of Jerez for 

providing us with the ideal backdrop in a city that has a great love of 

motorcycling.     

Many thanks to you all.  

 

 

Ignacio Verneda 

FIM CEO 

 


